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Heritage Tourism App Launch Party 
Saturday, May 2 
Join THE Coalition and the Heritage Tourism development committee at the launch party 

on Saturday, May 2, at the Crystola Grill & Bar. The party starts at 11:00 AM. A $5 

donation provides access to the all-you-can-eat taco bar, cash bar, live music, as well as 

silent and live auctions. Prints, paintings, and other items will be available by auction. 

A ceremonial “ribbon cutting” will take place at noon at the precise starting point of the 

Heritage Tourism app tour, just north of the Crystola Inn. The app, available from the 

Apple Store (now) and Google Play Store (late May), has already received numerous 

positive reviews. 

The app is described by NeoTreks, the software developer, as a major gateway to the 

West crowned by Pikes Peak in the heart of Colorado. One long-time resident of 

Colorado Springs, and an avid motorcyclist, said “this app meets a huge need for people 

passing into and throughout Teller County. I had no idea many of these landmarks 

existed.” The app is free. Continued on page 2. 

 

 

Continued on page 4. 

 
Scan this QR code to 
download the app. 

These are images from the app’s splash screen and main navigation page. 
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Heritage Notes 
is a biannual publication of THE 
Coalition. Please send articles and 
calendar events to the managing 
editor.  
 
Managing Editor 
Mary Menz 
mary.t.menz@gmail.com 

THE Coalition’s board of 

directors meets on the fourth 

Wednesday of January, March, 

May, September, and November 

at the Midland Depot in Divide. 

Board of Directors 

Chair 
Albert (David) Martinek 

Vice Chair 
Marion Ritchey Vance 

Secretary 
Karla J. Schweitzer 

Treasurer 
Greg Smith 

Members at Large 
Craig Haney 
Jane Lass 
Jane Mannon 
Mary Menz 
Norm Steen 
 
Alternates 
Sherri Albertson 
Cindy Haney 
Jean Rodeck 
 
Director emeritus 
Doris (Dee) Breitenfeld 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

About THE Coalition  

THE Coalition is committed to preserving the historic, cultural, environmental, 

recreational and scenic resources in and around Teller County, and to broadening 

public understanding regarding the significance of those resources. 

Working with member organizations, THE Coalition board has achieved much in the 

organization’s ten-year history: THE Coalition has— 

 Helped member organizations identify funding sources to obtain grants, 

including funding for “The Locals,” a public art project of the Two Mile High Club 

that honors the role played by donkeys in the Cripple Creek gold mining days. 

 Managed the five-year collaborative effort among the Rural Land Preservation 

Group (RLPG), Palmer Land Trust and Teller County Parks to preserve 1,300 acres 

of scenic landscape and wildlife habitat, completing the 5,000 acre Pikes Peak 

Conservation Corridor along Hwy 24 between Woodland Park and Divide. 

 Serves as fiscal agent for the Victor Penguins, the Two Mile High Club, RLPG, 

Woodland Park Hockey Association, and others. 

 Co-sponsors RLPG’s popular series of forums for ranchers, landowners, and 

other interested Teller County residents. 

 Co-sponsors workshops and The Nonprofit Resource Center at the Woodland 

Park Public Library in collaboration with the Rampart Library District. 

 Works to preserve the Midland Depot, part of the Colorado Midland system. It is 

only one of four surviving depots of the system and the only one that will be 

open to the public when completely refurbished. 

Despite the progress, there is still much to do. Join us as we continue to preserve 

this—and other—priceless Teller County resources.  

Current and future projects 

Contact any board member for more information about THE Coalition and its mission 
and current projects, such as its Heritage Tourism plan. 

 

Heritage tourism app launch continued from cover 

Auction items at the May 2 event include: 

 Memorabilia from the Whistle Stop bar (formerly housed in the Midland Depot) 

 An antique brass bed and typewriter 

 Wagon wheels 

 And more. 

 

Many of the auction items were made available by the estate of Dee Breitenfeld, 

long-time board member of THE Coalition. Dee was a collector as well as a local 

historian. Before she passed away in September 2014, Dee made it known that she 

wanted these items donated to THE Coalition so that the proceeds could be used to 

help fund the Heritage Tourism app. 

 
Continued on back 
 

THE Coalition office 
P.O. Box 368 
Woodland Park, Colorado 
80866 
 
Phone 
(719) 687-7605 
 
Website 
www.TheCoalitionCO.org 
 
Email 
THE@TheCoalitionCO.org 
 

 

http://www.thecoalitionco.org/
mailto:THE@TheCoalitionCO.org


3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Reserve Your Spot 
at this Popular Event: 

Call Dave Martinek at--  

 (719) 213-9335 
 
Questions? Send email to--  
MidlandDays@yahoo.com 
 
Make tax-deductible check for $45 
payable to--  
THE Coalition  
 
Send payment to--  
Midland Days 
c/o Dave Martinek 
PO Box 1088 
Divide, CO 80813 
 
All proceeds from the symposium 
will help support Midland Days at 
Divide, Inc., and future 
symposiums, as well as the 
Midland Depot at Divide 
Preservation Project.

Midland Days Symposium  
Returns to Divide on May 16 
In the 1870s Ute Pass was one of only two routes through the Rockies and beyond for 

travel to where gold was discovered in Leadville, and silver in Aspen. Throughout the 

past, Ute Pass has seen history unfold its narrow corridors for Pikes 

Peak granite along the banks of Fountain Creek, whose headwaters 

begin in Woodland Park. 

Midland Days at Divide, Inc., along with its sponsors THE Coalition and 

the Divide Chamber of Commerce, proudly announces the sixth annual 

Midland Days symposium on Saturday, May 16, at the historic John 

Wesley Ranch in Divide at 21285 Highway 67 just before the entrance to 

Mueller State Park and a few yards from the old Midland Terminal 

railroad grade. Operated by the First United Methodist Church in 

Colorado Springs, this gracious host has opened its lodge facilities to this 

symposium for five years. 

This year’s theme is “a peek at the Pass/past” and featured speakers 

include local historians Mel McFarland, Tom VanWormer, Art Crawford, and Dwight 

Haverkorn. David Martinek, co-founder of Midland Depot at Divide, Inc., and chair of 

THE Coalition’s board of directors, will moderate the discussions and provide an 

overview of the Colorado Midland Railway. Refreshments and lunch will be served. 

Seating is extremely limited. Only advance reservations are accepted. Reservations 

can be secured with a contribution of $50per person and should be made on or 

before March 11 by contacting David Martinek. See contact information in left 

margin. 

All advance reservation contributors will receive a limited edition railroad print drawn 

by and courtesy of Mel McFarland, drawn especially for this Symposium. Additional 

copies of this print and the prints from the previous Symposiums will also be 

available for purchase.  

 

 

A recent photo of The Midland 
Depot in Divide. Restoration efforts 
are ongoing.  

Attendees will receive this limited edition ink on parchment print by Mel McFarland. 

mailto:MidlandDays@yahoo.com
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April 2015 

 
Membership Keeps THE Coalition at Work! 
Membership in THE Coalition is open to organizations and individuals that further 

our mission by supporting preservation of the historic, cultural, natural, 

recreational and scenic resources in and around Teller County. 

We invite members to take advantage of the following services co-sponsored or 

provided by THE Coalition:  

▪ The Nonprofit Resource Center at the Woodland Park Public Library; as well 
as consultation on grant seeking 

▪ Nonprofit workshops and hands-on training sessions at the Woodland Park 
Public Library 

▪ Letters of support for grant applications 
▪ Newsletter featuring member profiles, calendar of events, and updates on 

area projects and events  
▪ When appropriate, use of 501(c)3 nonprofit status 
▪ Listing on THE Coalition website at www.TheCoalitionCO.org 
▪ Invitation to Annual Meeting 

Yes! I want to become a member! 

  Nonprofit Organization $25   Government Agency $50 

  Business $50   Friend $20 

To support THE Coalition’s important work in Teller County, an additional tax-
deductible donation is enclosed. 

  $25   $50   $100   $250  Other $ ____ 

Total amount enclosed $  

 

Name(s)    

Organization    

Website    

Street address    

City, State ZIP    

Phone    

Email     

Today’s date    

  Yes, please list this information in THE Coalition directory on the website. 

  Yes, I want to volunteer! Please call me about volunteer opportunities. 

Complete this form and mail with payment to: 
THE Coalition 
P.O. Box 368 
Woodland Park, Colorado 80866 

 

THE Coalition 
needs your 

financial support 
to continue to 
preserve the 

historic, cultural, 
natural, 

recreational, and 
scenic resources of 

Teller County. 

http://www.thecoalitionco.org/
http://www.thecoalitionco.org/
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THE Coalition Welcomes New Board Members 
Greg Smith and Karla J. Schweitzer. 

Greg is a retired accountant who moved to Divide in 2010. He has worked as an 

accountant for 50 years in various fields including the oil business, construction, the 

racing industry and for several non-profit entities.  Currently, Greg is the treasurer for 

the Divide Chamber of Commerce and was formerly the treasurer for the Spring 

Valley Property Owners and Recreational Corporation and the Divide Volunteer Fire 

Department as well as his church.   

Karla retired from the US Navy in 2002 as a senior chief petty officer shortly after 

completing a bachelor’s degree in Administrative Studies at the University of 

Oklahoma. She and her husband Ted moved to Colorado in 2010. Karla began her 

volunteer work as museum registrar at the Ute Pass Historical Society shortly 

thereafter. Today, she serves as the UPHS Collections Manager. This position 

involves the development, storage, and preservation of the museum’s archival 

objects and artifacts at History Park. Karla also creates historic displays on exhibit at 

the Woodland Park library, Pikes Peak Regional Hospital and other venues.   

 

Pictured from left is Dave Martinek (chair), Marion Ritchey Vance (vice-chair), Karla 

J. Schweitzer (secretary), and Greg Smith (treasurer). 

Coming Soon…A Welcome Sign in Divide 

The Divide Chamber of Commerce will soon erect a sign welcoming visitors to 

Divide. The sign, which will be located on the northeast corner of the Midland 

Depot property, will feature a large plasma torch cutout of a steam engine. 

Watch for it! 

 

 

 

 

Member 
organizations 
associated with  
THE Coalition 

Catamount Institute 

City of Cripple Creek 

Coalition of Pikes Peak 
Historic  Museums 

Coalition for the Upper 
South  Platte  

Cripple Creek and Victor 
Gold  Mining Company 

Divide Chamber of 
Commerce 

Gold Belt Scenic Byway 

Gold Camp Victorian Society 

Gordon Jackson Foundation 

Palmer Land Trust 

Rampart Library District 

Rural Land Preservation 
 Group 

Teller-Park Conservation 
 District 

Trails & Open Space 
Coalition 

Two Mile High Club 

Ute Pass Historical Society  

Ute Pass Trails Committee 

Victor Heritage Society 

Victor Penguins Hockey Club 

Woodland Park Hockey 
 Association 
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THE Coalition office 
P.O. Box 368 
Woodland Park, Colorado 80866 

 

Check out upcoming events  
and past newsletters on our website! 

 

www.TheCoalitionCO.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued from page 2 

 

What users are saying about the 
Heritage Tourism app  
 
A patron at UPHS luncheon--  
“Phenomenal!   I’m an app person; I’ve 
seen hundreds and yours is one of the 
very best .” 
 
A user in Cripple Creek--  
“Our manager said she had our 
marketing company check it out and they 
said it was “great”.   
 
 
The executive director of a major 
nonprofit in Colorado Springs--   
“I shared your new app with my 
Community Outreach Director –she loves 
it!  She wants to feature it on our next e-
blast 

 

2015 Board Meeting Schedule  
All regular Board of Directors meetings are generally held at Midland Depot at Divide 

Annex, unless another location or date is subsequently announced. Meetings are usually 

on the fourth Wednesday of every other month, starting in January. Where applicable, a 

Midland Depot Committee meeting may held just prior to board meetings. Members of 

THE Coalition are welcome to attend. 

 

Meeting Date  Time Location 

January 28 4-6 PM Depot Annex 

March 25 4-6 PM Depot Annex 

May 27 4-6 PM Depot Annex 

July 29  4-6 PM Depot Annex 

September 23 4-6 PM Depot Annex 

November 7 TBD TBD 

 
The November 7 meeting is the Annual Meeting for members and features a program. 

Elections for officers are also held that month. 

Executive Committee meetings are generally scheduled for the first Wednesday of each 

month from 4-6 pm at a location determined beforehand. However, the executive 

committee may meet at any time as circumstances require. The annual membership 

meeting is usually scheduled on the first Saturday in November.  
 


